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SUB J : INCIDENT INVOLVING AMB. BENITES AT KENNEDY AIRPORT 
REF: USUN 0030 

1. WE HAVE HAD SEVERAL CONVERSATIONS WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS 
OF BRANIFF AIRWAYS REGARDING BENITES INCIDENT. AT OUR REQUEST 
RAYMOND DE MURIAS, VICE-PRESIDENT FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
OF BRANIFF AIRWAYS, IS SENDING LETTER OF REGRET TO AMB. BENITES. 

2. ACCORDING TO DE MURIAS, AMB. BENITES APPROACHED DEPARTURE 
GATE ACCOMPANIED BY TWO WOMEN. ONE WOMAN WAS MISS MERCEDES 
AGUIRE. MISSION ATTACHE. SECOND WOMAN WAS MISS RODRIGUEZ 

OF ECUADOREAN CONSULATE. DURING DISCUSSION OVER OPENING OF 
PACKAGE, MISS RODRIGUEZ IS ALLEGED TO HAVE ASKED GATE ATTEND- 
ANT, RICHARD ROMBACK, WHO HAD BEEN CALLED TO SCENE BY LOWER 
OFFICIALS TO 'TAKE HIS HANDS OFF". MISS RODRIGUEZ IS ALSO 
SAID TO HAVE CALLED ROMBACH "A DIRTY AMERICAN PIG" AND KICKED 
HIM. AS A RESULT OF THESE ACTIONS DE MURIAS WAS VERY RELUCT- 
ANT TO SEND LETTER OF REGRET. HE BELIEVES THAT ROMBACH 
WAS DOING HIS JOB AND HE HAS NO INTENTION OF CRITICIZING 
ROMBACH FOR REQUESTING OPENING OF PACKAGE CARRIED BY BENITES 
UNDER TERMS OF FEDERAL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION REGULATION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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3. IN AN EFFORT TO WIND UP CASE AND TO AVOID FURTHER DIPLO- 
MATIC REPRECUSSIONS, HE AGREED TO SEND NOTE OF REGRET TO 
BENITES. COPY OF NOTE JUST RECEIVED AND IS BEING POUCHED 
TO DEPT AND QUITO. 

BENNETT 
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